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This book la for teachers for use u^ith students of Engbsh 
as a seeonJ language (ESL) and reriiedial students in freshman 
composition eourses. The information contained here is based 
on my observations of ESL and*remedJal students over a 
number of years and espeeially durini^ tlie eourse of one se- 
mester. During that semester* 1 ob!>er\ed both (rroups of stu- 
dents intensively^ I eolleeted dJta on the affeeti^-e and eoenitive 
aspeets of the eourse* This book iiieorporates signtfieont re- 
search findintCs^ siig^;esti* socie poSSiWe reasious in teaet.ing« 
presents sgnie lesson plmjs iind states ar'^as for farther in- 
vest igat ion. 

ntrwigh eonfeiousjiess-raiflSni^ about Unijua;;*** studiiits 
will ho)>efdly become .<ware of ilu' ehuiee they rt^e niukint; m 
eleetmg to learn oditcii Animcia Er.^iliMi iEAZ) jit.d lh<? e^«i- 
sequenc'S of tliat ohoice^ Fui'th<!t ii;i.rey tho l.n^.^iStie infi>r- 
mahon tutty en.ible stutJonts to (taiti *t i«-i^ i.orsiKetj^e Ijii- 
guafi^e ^iid liow l.in^u^^^e v.*ji;»j>. Stodtnte in.i> ■^a.iu \iJir\i\ on ^ 
wluit KA1-: IS :iut(i tbi'<Hiiih the «so s<i:iw> l-^elmlcirids used \n 
E^L nietlinJcilo^v. (nev nu^ i^.m* Vniil la L*\E Tlity iii... jilso 

to a ^-ar.ttv ^f i hf^tt^rLCiTl * t'.lf^* - e!i.* il> ..ir^jr.*:!:! 
;ind f^o:*\jiarisoii ec>ntrasl. And. perh.ips thov vt iEl bej:in to 

theni>lves moVe po:;ttuelv iis they e:(tjeno;>e<v ^;\liflation. 
^ ESb Had soii:e j emfidial saidents differ from other eollej;e 
fre iliw^ h vsrays. They lack Ihe liiigmstJe skill in BAEi 
the Enj^hs^it required :tt eolU<;e« and thoy lack a (>ositirt> con- 
eejif of self. Tlie>" share, with other college freshmen, though, 
ihe mabilUy ta us^ a wincty of ihcforic.il styK*> in iin essay of 
some length (5^0 "'ords). ^ 

A cursorj^ loySt :tt tJit oducntional scene today reveals large 
n'jmbers of these 5tud&nt:j Vho are not bein^j PiCvared to func- 
tion m the academio and/or business world. By a process 
called "social promotion,** such students are beinp moved ahead 
In the educational system unitl Ui'^h school graduation. Then 
they find themselves funotionatly illiterate - jieople who only 
have elemeAtary school level reading; and.wrlting skills* The 
literature indicates that many of these students lack a positive 
sense of self and further reveals a new emphasis on the in- 
volvement of t^e whole person in fangua^e teaching learning. 
In addition^ there is evidence t&at suggests that what goes oh in 
the classroom must be meaningful if students are to compre-* 
hend and thereby learn, Ajid, there are many who say that the 
examlnatio-< of language, how it Is used to and by people, Is an 
appropriate topic for Bnglish classes. 
■ The presence of iarge numbrrs of ^ESL and remedial stu- 
iehts on urban college campuses is a relatively new phenom. 
eaon. ,The presence of these students represents a challenge 
io uSj as teachers. There Is little material that I have found to 
serve the special needs of such students, and this book is an 
auempt to hejip fill that need. Order No. 77-27,798, 271 pages. 



A STUDV OF MARYLAND PUBLIC COMMUNITV COLLEGE 
ENGLISH TEACHERS" ATTITUDES TOWARDS COMPOSITION 
AND THEIR PROFIiSSlONAL. ACADEMIC AND PERSONAL 
BACKGROUNDS * 



CLINTON, -Janet Kay Houston, ph.D. 
University of Maryland, 1977 
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The }itirposc vf thi.*i stjdv a^u Io identify some ui ihc i>os- 
sible influences <jn Hovelopnunt of English leachiM's' atti* 
tudes towards coii.injMtion if-f fxamtnlni; the auitcdes of Mary 
latul public communily eolloi:c Knji^Hsh teacher^: towards 
composition and hv ajiaJyiitrtf, their respwnson made to demo-, 
graphio *i '-slions and a Likeri-type srale. 

The r ViaA hii; h^jsolUsib wa^ nivc-sli(;atr<l; 'lh^*r<* Is a cor- 
rek«hon l itwccn teachers '.ittn^drT^ towards eo!npo^;Uton and 
0 icadonjic, [jr^ff^M-^iul ^nd rson;Jl l>arUt;r' ond i-harac - 
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iit^^.'t- S4 i-!*v^J ut\ MUi'i'lK se**Ii', n 

JiKt s<vcn :.,aLi-t<*d oiK- rhir^auri.^iit*^, ji:,,, in\-lr->MUMl 
c.iai*actci"isi(Ci{, :tml nine persmial diai^cten&iics. * 

To in^riaLt:.vit' ;he main h^-p(^ibists and Ui ajtsJier the tw-cat\^- 
rc^carii* que bti-jn^. j>jmJ hy \.,<c uin.ihlos, u Mr.itifie^l rni- " 
dom selee^tinn of t7C f^iii tii.ie .tmi jMrt-tnnc conanumty collWe 
English fr:(ehers ^^as taktn from ihe pi^pj!.uton of 203 Mitr\-- 
laiid public comi:.unitv ci^lk-c yUy^U^U tcidier*,. A two-part 
questionnaire consibtuij; of t ,u.u> domM;ra|.hic qu^^stions 
and twenty iikcrt^iype staicmrnts* ubcui c^-niposUion, was 
mai ed alon;; wi'.h a oover kt:er, to ..itb uachtr in the s.implo. 
A f^fty-f.^r pcr<*<*nt overall rWurn frou the 170 questionnaires 
Yielded ninety Hve ^isnblc, qiit':,tit>nnair^i> fur joah sis. ilc- 
sptmses to the dentographic qacsiions were cod^d and scores 
ca^s ^^^^-^^^ ^^^^^ "^^^^ tabulated for recording on conn>uter 

Prior to the mailing of the cr^estionnaire several tests of 
face \^lidlty were conducted with a pilot gi-oup of English teach* 
ers at CatonsviHc Community College, secondar>- education * 
faculty members, and grathiatc education students. ' The reliabil- 
ity of the Instrument was determined to be .65 usin** the Kudcr- 
Richardson Twenty formula. ^ ^ ^ ^ "^uu,,! 

^ A chi-squarc test was ijscd to test the twei^lv^six research 
quesUonjT at Ihc ,05 level of significance to indicate the exis- 
tence of a difference between or among levels of a variable and 
^ a relationship betiveen that variable and attitudes about comno- 
siiion. 

.Within the llmiUllons of the study the follovt ing conclusions 
were drawn from the findings: (I) The research hy3>othesls - 
that there is a correlation between teachers* attitudes and thtir 
academic, brofessionat and personal background characteristics 
was not supported, (2) The question of whetli^r a Significant 
correlation exists between teachers' needs to improve their 
compogltion teaclitng and their attitudes revealed a correlation 
at the .05 level of significance between higli altitude scale scores' 
and those teachers who want to Improve; their teaching by dis- 
cussing approaches with other teachers and by developing a 
new composition course. (3) The question of whether a signifi* 
cant correlation exists between teachers' erth>yment in t«tchinir 
a subject and their attitudes revealed a correlation at IhToS 
level of significahee between high attitude scale scores and 
those teachers who enfoy teaching composition- This correla- 
tion establishes the internal validitv of the ouestions. 

Implications for theory suggested the data from the stu^ 
are the.followingt (1) Althouf^h only two correlations in the 
backgrounds of the Individuals in the study and their attitude 
scale scores were revealed, attitude theory Indicates that atti- 
tudes are developed by learned exi>eriences. Because this 
study indicated fev^ significant correlation^ between background 
and attitude, it need not b^r assumed that what a teacher learns^ 
does, or is has little affect on his or her attitudes. (2) A dis^ 
crepancy concerning atlitudc behavior seem^ to be revealed In 
this study between what teachers say and what they do. The 
respondents In this sample recommended better prepamtion 
Jor composition teachers but not more prepamitoa for them- 
selves as composition teachers* * - * 

The 'data suggest the following implications for teacher 
preparation! Although composi^on is a m.ijor subject whit ■ 
is Uught by ;i majority of the English teachers in the community 
roliegcs \m Matyfand, ihis study revealed ihal thcije teachers 
belie L'u lltcy a^e ln:idcquate1y preparedio teach compoisitioii. 
Once teaehci tj nUc belief prepared to nuch goinposiiion then 
pcrliap2;jhc prol^lca^s r^laiin^; to inadequate student writing, 
should hf easit^r to identify. ■ ^ * 

Implications for research as sufi^c^apd by tho dai.: Include 
the following;: Tour-year coilcge *md ^unvcjsitv teaulicrs" jttt* 
tudes towards coj^iDosiUon shcnldlx- e^am1m.d :ind eomparcv! 
V itli the attitud*' st:.ir,.s .JiUv K-<Pihunui\i\ cAUu^ leuehirs in 
this study. The relaiif-iisJiip h< t^s<i,i stud'-ntH" writinu nerfi^r- 
nmee and their teauhrry idtUiHcs t*.wards cohiPOJitton j,ted=J 
10 he invcstigatco. Heplicai;ons of this studv ivith otlK-r vari. 
abics and comlnnations of \'anables niipht re^^nl sltniftcant 
correlation;*. iTn; tmpact of the currenS emphai^iiJ on improv- 
ng student wrihnt; u,>ivn tt'ach<*r preparatton |irograf>is needs 
o be studied. CK:^.^joom ic.teliers new! to he Uiservt-d to see 
if Hicre l-j n eorrehition between teachmc niul attitud*iS about 
compoiiltion. Order No. 77-;i9,144, Hi3 pages' 



THE COMPARA^iVE EFFECTIVENESS.^F TWO AUDiO- 
_XmaEtAl*JL£AiUrflKCLM£THODS. -V- « 

CURRAN, Barry Neii, Piv.D. ' 
Fordham^Lniversity. i977 

Montor* Joseph F. X. McCar^h^ 

The purpose of this study was to compare twn methods of 
teaching English Composition at TUnxis Community College. 
Two Audio -Tutorial approaches to learning were examined: 
the Audio -Tutorial approach with Independent study and the 
Audio-TUtodal approach with Interaction between the instructor 
and the student, the purpose nf this research was to discover 
Ihe impact of the in3tructo^*S'role in the classroom as disttn - 
goidhed from a relatively independent, although not individual- 
ized approach to teaming, and to discover the community col- 
lege student's ability to transfer acquired skills to the 
organisation of a descriptive paragraph. 

The study was limited to a sample ^ 129) of F^^hman 
students at Tunxis Communis College in Fannington, Connect- 
icut. The student population was mostly middle income and 
white. They were members of families whose income wa^e- 
tween $4,000 and $20,000 per year. The study was conducSfl 
during the Fall Semester of 1914. Because the college policy 
allowed the students to choose their icfstructor and their class 
tiTiie, these factors precluded randomization. 

The California Achievement Test Language, and lh& McGraw - 
mU Basic Skills System Writing Test were administered as a 
group definition test. A descriptive paragraph was written in 
the first week and again in the-nlnlh week after the students 
had <t impleted the 16 modules and had referred to a specific 
texi. The Criterion Iteferecics ^est published oy Edut-ulture 
was admini^^^edln the first Wek ofthe semester and again 
In the ninth week. The^pre and posttesls in the 16 modular 
unils contained \n the Ent^lish Modular Mini -Course were taken ^ 
as the studeats completed the units. 

The analysis of covariance was used to determine the dif- 
ference between the mean score and the standard deviation 
when the students were classified according tor high i»billtv, 
average ability^ Ip ability, sex* aqe* and hours spent in em- 
ployment. The sf!h of Ute squares was used to analyze th4 
posttest scores on tKc 16 criterion reference tests, The Pear- 
son Product Moment of Corrcl.itionifwas used to btudy the rela- 
tiondhifr between the mr^an of the p^fstt'^st scoie of the particular 
approach and the mf.*an numVej" of errors in the pfisi-tieaiment 
paragraph tojst. ^ 

The lualy.^ies of the data sltow thiit: the S.D. in the Imerac- 
tion Croup shifted from tL?l**^ 15^: achievement was siilnifl- 
cant for tl student possessiir^ hUh ability: the scores of tht 
WAov stitticnts wr*(e M.ifl ^cip-ally ^i^aif**^tp.*. a siiViIfK anMif ^ 
Icrcncc existed bttwcn \X\^ pre and pf>st[t?bt scoter o' each 
nujdule: thr^re wa : a r;li:nifira]it n^^tl^o f orrelation l>ctween 
ih^ lnd<ri>-'n^i' :u S'f'l^ rrfHui aa I :h.» p wr --j iwTni»^^( p.»r.uraph 

f)n :lit tK'ji.-: \ A Un J ivl'iif^s i^.ti ru-klutkU t' 41: ai ihe 
students' bni>.vlbJ:f' f ^r.tt.intaf .md tin. ;>i jrwriplt^ wi *vtitu.*'. 
a pstra »r.uji| Mt^t*^ cJ^^r^r-*" A^i)L*ihri ^nj-k'^fl U\ ♦t-.^tii 
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twccn cither the sex or tho age t>t iha btiid^^rtfor the lieuis spent 
hi emiilnymont tind rh'. particular approach to leacnin::: c) the 
modular lessons were suroes^fnl i'l teaciiint; f[t amtnar and 
usafte skiib. t^t ^ signlfkanl lnvei\>e relationship (^^{istcd be- 
tween tiie posUcst jscore^ en the Criterion Rt^forcnce Test and 
flthe post-troatni^nt )>ara;:rapii test (Indcpei)dent Study). 

It is sugf^esiod Iv/ tilts stndy that tu^ Audto -Tutorial approach 
with interaction provided the students more opportunity to 
achieve higher scores on stancltfrd [^rntnmar and nsaftc and 
more opportunity to organize logically a de.scriptlvc paragraph. 
Sii£t!esiions for further research include the use of new soft- 
liriitG and Ihe inclu.^ion of a comparative study of the number 
of errors In the descriptive par4^rapb of the experimental 
group and the control group. Order No. tt-2Bfil4f 203 page^*. 



A I^RSPECTIVE ON RF.FORM iN COMPOSITION TEACllliJG 
-'SINCE ^HE-DARTMOUTH^ON EEUESC^LOrdeJlNo^IfiftttZQi 

FIELD, Joan Tauher, Ph.a Korthueetern University, im * 
leipp, Direolor; Wallace Douglas 

The aim of this study whs' to make apparent a coi^respon- 
dence bettt-een the thrust of Anglo-American reform in writing 
education smcc the 1066 D^trtmoulh fconference and the thrusU 
of Deweyan progressjvism antyhe British infant fchool move- 
ment. In the common tradition, .John Dfewey*s philosophy on 
pr<^ressive education and the British philosophy on infant 
school education have been acknowledged as child-? entered. 
Evidence in trie literature suggested that the thrust of the re- 
. cent '^vanguard" in writing education was also child -centered. 
To confirm this similarity the "vangtiard*^ in writing in- 
struction since 1960 and the Deweyan and British^ positions on ^ 
child-centered education were examined in terms of published 
statements on (l) aims'" of educiation, (2) learning theory, ^ , 
' (3) curriculum design, (4) teacning methods, aiid (5) rnle of^, ; 
the teacher. These five categories were selected in the belief 
that an underetalfding of Ihem wouldjt^veal a common view of 
the child's central role in the educative process. 

Chapter 1 Is an examination of John Dewey!s progressive 
philosophy on student -centered schooling as evident in his 
own writings. Chapter 11 is a description of thj child-oriented 
British infant school movement. It is haseditpon books, P^""" 
phlets* Journals, and official reports by classroom teachers, 
, government inspectors, and university educators concerned 
with feforms in pnmary pedagogy. Chapter III is an analysis 
of the Anglo-American ^'vanguard" in writing education since 
. the lOfiG Dartmouth C^onference and is premised on the pub- 
lished Observations and ^rc^osals of selected conference par- 
iicipanls. James's, Miller, Jr., James Moffett, James 
Squire, of the United States, and James Britton, Frank White- 
head, Connie andJIarold Rosen, of Great Britain, were chosen 
as spokesmen for the place of writing^ the recent decade be- 
cause of the attention the^ have given to writing education in 
their post -Dartmouth pubiicaUons;,f^..r ^ 

Chaptc" IV of this study confirmfrthat, based upon the lit- 
erature, the child -centered philosophy underlying Deweyan 
proRressivism and the British infant^hool movement does 
correspond to the pedagogic al-philo6ophy characterls^Ihg the 
•vanguard" m writing education since 1066. This final chapter 
establishes that the most visible similarities are In the areas 
of learning theory, curriculum design* role of the teacher. 

John pewey* scores of British infant schooUeachers* and 
representative English educators alike were discovered to per- 
ceive the learning process as a t*o-part enterprise necessi- 
tating an e^qjerience and an active agent. ReiiresenUtlve 
EngliGh educators were also found to concur with John De1^ey 
and Ihc British infant schpoiJeac hers that Ihe curriculum 
ought to be child-centered (not content -cenle red) and that it 
ought to develop such that it oriRinates in the private world 
of the learner and moves outward toward the public world^ of 
0 organisied knowledge. The literature further revealed that 
.'vanguard*' te^ichers of wrilingp like teachers influenced by 
John Dewey and the British Infant ficho.jl movement, oppose the 
traditional role of teacher as pedant ind endorse Instead the 
role of teacher ns -causer' of learning. They see themselves 
as facilitators of learning and not as tjonveyors of vicariously 
acquired knowledge. Their focus Is on the learner and not on 
Ihe learmnjf material. Today's teachers of writing thus seem 
iTbe part of a re -emerging tradition known for its protest 
against formalism ahd its campaign for child -centered 
schooling. 



6 



, JUSfflGLSXOn^iLSXARXEIlS- Arm^GENEJl/VL JrOPrCS .AS*-MO 



TIVATiON FOn iMPUOViNG WRITING ON TflE FIFTH AND 
SIXTH GRADK LEVELS 

■^OHNSTOJJ, Laura TI>o)n»s, |>h,D. 
tjnivtrslty of Colorado ftl Boulder^ 1971 

, Director; Ajs^^lstant Professor Philip D'Stcfano 

^ ' J' . 

The purpose of ttiis study was lo e\'alua{& over a porlod^'of ' 
nine weetss the <*ffeet of motivaUonM story st^^rlers and general 
topies on the writing aNIity of fjftii and sixth grade students. 
For a half*hoar perfod twiee a week, one group was given mo- 
tivational lead-in sentences for narrative writing. A-seeond 
group wrote on ger.erai topics related to i}»c lead-in sentences 
d^^rin0 tl^p^aroe time^ and a third jjroup did no wrttine:. Anat- 
tltutJe sccIe-waS'atso adminislcrdd before and after the writing 
^'■perio^,ln order, to determine^ i£ there uas a change in attitudes 
toward writing among the three groups in each ^rade- 
. '/'. TJc ijanipt^eonsisfed of 104 fifth and sixth grade ef)Kldren 
from fourclasi^es in one suburban cleiuentary school in Boulder, 
Colorado .^Student 5 uicre ranker! within their classes; according 
to ac^ievcr-snt scores obt.tincd earlier at the schools Each 
matched pair with*ii each gr.ule wa.s th^ii j-andonilj a&signCd to 
one of two gru^ips^ rt ^jiti in two c^i^ej-^xntrHal ;*ri?u|j.s and two 
control groups f^r <*r'»eh ^jradp levpi. ^ Expt'riniCnlal jiroup one 
was ifivoH ifttrj sLiilop^, .-vfid cxpcrinj^nial proup Iv/o was jjlvco 
. ftcnoral topic/;. Botli ^ti up-s were p.Urcil witi) thcu^ controls 
for the oxperimcnt, whlili kJMll/,f <J .i f^iin^finl de^it^t hivotvln^ 
faeti^rs nf treatment, stiidLfjl wrilin^j .lUilit^ . aUitude Fcore, 
and firade^ - ~ 

Pre - and jjost- wr!(im; aAn:pk>s .itid jtntudo scores were 
obtained rror:i J\ tl e lJt.atLiit.iil ^nd Cf^inrol LroujJS. The wjitinij < 

.Samples were evaluated by the researcher using a T^urtit mea- 
stfre^ and then hoUstically and analytically by four trained judges 
in different sessions. The attundo sealed were analysed to de* 
termine if any chriHge »n*atutude occurred during the writing 
expefinicnt. The SPSS computer program was used to analyze 
the data obtalnt^d in both tht,> writing and the attitude a(\aljrses, 
' Three hypotheSf^s dealt with writing nihility attd three with 
attitude. In writing ability there was a significant difference 
betweenVh^ experimental groups and the control groups, favor- 

. ing the experimental groups in the holistic scoring fp<.OU), fn 
the anM^'^tcai scoring fp < ^31), and on all measures set to ^- 
seores and 5unimcd across (p < .028). There was no significant 
difference between 'the,two cxperimentnl groups, by treatment 
or by grad^. irf measured writintf ability. There was a slgnifi- • 
cant finding In grade and group Interaction between- the experi - 
mental and the control groups. The reiectlon of this hypothesis 
of interaction, however, ts qualified in that the significant dlf-' 
forent'e appear? only in the T^unit evaluation when the three ^ 
evaluation methods are considered separately. 

An additional three hypntheses dealt with attitudes toward 
writing. There was a significant difference between grades 

' here, showing the sixth graders to be more pusltive than the 
fifth graders toward writing. There was no significant differ- 

* ence between the two expedmcn.^il treatment group's. There * 
was a significant finding in grade and grou|) interaction^ inftu- 
^enced jnore by grade than by group. 

Results of this study indicated that the writing e.^c^ience 
of both experimental treatment groups helped effect improve- 
ment In writing. This experience also contributed to a more 
positive student attitude toward writing. 

Order Jto. 77-23,933, 113 pages- 
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PtntPOSE: 

The purpos^Lof this Investigation was lo answer three ques- 
tions: 1. How do Wgh school English teachers In Vii^nla mark 
written compositions? 2. !s this marking In accord with the 
recommendations for marking found in the literature? 3. Is 
there any relationship between the marking and age, number 

of years leaehitg e^qjerience^ number of students faughl per 
day* sex, and prufessional training of teachers? 

To carry out the purpose of this study, one preliminary 
>luestlo^has to be answered: What recommendations for mark- 
ing written compositions are found in the llierature? 

PROCEDURES: ^ > 

Examinationof relevant research investigations revealed one 
studywjtich afforded classifteation headlngsfof recommendatlons- 
for marking as well as comments. Insertions^ and corrections 
foundon marked compositions. This study was Factors in Judg* 
mcnts of Writing AbllitTi- by PaulB. Dlederieh, JohnW. Fi^ench,and 
Sydell T.Carlton. All comments, theyeoncluded^foundof marked 
compositions could be classified under at least one of five bead - 
Ings: ldeas^wordlng,organizatlen,meehanle5tand flavor. These 
same headings were used as a basis for the present study. 

Eight hundred and sixty recommendations were secure^ 
from alljivailabJe sources.. All refer/ed to at least one of th« 
selected headings. * 

A pilot study was conducted with four experienced English 
teacbers to determine the feasibility of the study and to deter- ' 
mine if tbe procedure of having teachers mark the^same com- ' 
position would b^Ing forth responses Which coul<l bel^lasslfled.. 

Information oVteacher marking was secured by' having a 
sample of 52 full-time tenth grade Englisli teachers mark the 
same written eomposnion. 

FINDINGS: ■ * 

The major conclusions of this investigation on teacher mark- 
ing were a£f follows: 1. In general, high school English, teachers 
in Virginia marked for mechanics. Ideas, wording, organization, 
and flavor as recommended In the literature on marking. 2. Al- 
though teachers with different chariieieri sites showed some ^ 
^Ifgbt differences as to the emphases placed on different rec'^ 
ommendatlons, in general, there u*a5 no direct relationship 
between specific eharacie^i^tlcs of teachers and the way they 
marked tbe compos'.tlons. Order No. 7'7-28,632, 160 page^. 
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THE EFFECT 01^ COMPENSATORY COMPOSITION TRACK- 

.iNG OjfmrGir-EiSK ctud^^ts asj open atohsstons 

lAflVEnSfrV " . , Order No. 77328e&' 

KCNEKf Carol Wolfe, Ph.D. The University of Oklahoma, 1977. 
137pp, Major ProLessor: Herbert Hengst ^ 

The btudy analyzed the effect of eompetisatory composition 
treatment on a groop of tracked Htgh-^Hisk students, a group of 
untracked Hig^^Risk students, and a group of untracked Regular 
students in an open admissions university. The effects of the 
treatment on performance outcomeSr including exit examination 
scores, College EngUsIf grades, dnd semester grade poini aver- 
ages> were analyzed with the use of analysis of covariance and 
dlscrimlnantanatysls. Group characteristics, Includiai^ student 
. characteristics, educational background character istics^ acft' ^ 
demlc aspirations, study habits, and related academic variabUs 
were analyzed with discriminant analysis to develop reduced* 
rank models of variables which dlstinsj;^ish«d between tracked 
and untracked High^^Risk group members and between tracked 
Htgh-Hisk grcup members and untracked Regular group mem- 
bers. : \ ^ , 

Results of the' study indicated that the compensatory com- 
position tracking system under btudy had no statistically 6ig<* 
nificant effeqt on College English exit examination scores. 
College English course grades or semester grade point aver- 
ages when the ACT English tracking variable was controlled. 

Results, of the discriminant analysis of group characteris-^ 
tics of tracked and ^ntraclced High-Risk and Regular suhlects 
Indicated that differences between and among group character-^' 
istic variables permitted the construction of reduced^rank ' ^ 
modeis for parsimoniously distinguishing between Htgh-Risk 
SjpecialJind High^^Risk^Regulai- Group mendbers^ ^ well as be- 
tween High^^Hisk Special atul Higb-Risk Regular Group mem- 
bers. When gr6up characteristic variables for all p'oups were 
entered into ihe discriminant analysis. High^^Risk Special Group, 
members were distinguished from Hlgh-Risk Regular Group 
members on a function of Competence, but not on a function of 
risk* Non^of the reduced-rank models conHrmed the supposi- 
tion that the High-Risk student was an underasi)iring student 
(,witli,poor study imblts, ' 
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A MODEf. FOR DKVEiJDPlNO AH fNTERDISCIPLlNARY 
LEARNING ENVlROtJMENT; WRrTlNG AND HyMANITiES 

Orjer No. 7730S43 

McCOWN, MurioiJcan. Ed.D. Uir.vcrslty of Northern Colorado, 
1977. 122pp- 

The purposc'ef this study was to wi*ite a model for develop- 
ing an interdisciplinary learning environment in secondary eAi- 
catlon at the senior high school Icvct in the Language Arts cur- 
riculum. The model demonsfrates the integration of ^«lected 
content fron^ a b\unanities cou'*se with purposes. struc^reSf 
and techniques from ci wTiting course. The integrated model 
also presents a relationship bctu'ccn specific writing assign- 
ments !tind specific levels nf development in tfic cognitive do- 
main. ^ . * * * 

The model consistcrl of sU imrts chosen to relate knowledf;e 
about huina^ties with kno»^led(^r skills, and abllilics in writing. 
Writing is defined as writing essays appropriate to scholastic 
n&eds and demands. Humanities is defined as studies in art, 
music, and literature. The^ parts were: Iv Major categories 
of cogniilvc development, 2, Divisions of humanities and divi- 
sions ol writing, 3, The spectra of writlng assignments, 
4, A series of sugi^csied writing assignments in art, 5- A gios-* , 
sary of meanings in humanities (art). 6, A glossary of mean** 
Ings in writing purposes, structures, tcctmiqnes). 
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Related^evels of cognitive development were interpretations 
from the authoritative source tjy ^Benjamin S. Bloom, TaxoncmiT' 
of Educational Objectives. Ilnndhook I: Cognitive Domain . Ter- 
minolegy in the field of humanities for art and music came from 
the te:<t by Neal M. CrosSi Leslie Dae LindoUr and Rnbert C. 
Lamm> Tiie Sciflrch for Personal Freedom . Ter-minology In the 
field of itumanities for literature came from the text hy Lynn 
Altenbemd an^^Lesli^e L* Lewis* A Handbook for the Study of 
Fiction. £>£ampl@s within the model ai'c based on tiie Cross 
tc^it and on ihe Metropolitan Seminars in Art by Jolm Canad?y, 
The hypotheses of the study were that u'rittng assignments 
could be limited by siiowing de fin iie' purposes for each» that 
purposes could correspond to^particular levels of knowledge^ 
skills, and abilities, and finally^ that subject maUer consisting 
of significant terms in a content field can be the beginning of 
(^riiical Research for the student writer. Validation of the hy- 
potheses will await testing of the model. 

n is r'^comrnended that teachers of 'Arising )ise selected co,*- 
tent fields as the source for subject matter in writing experi- 
ences, specificalljp' as follows; 1. fn<|uiry siiould be made as to 
the transferability' of this n^odeL.to other curriculum areas, 
2. An empirical design should be developed to evaluate the pos- 
sible student gains, through the use of this integrative model* 
in developing writing compctct^cies and increasing the level of 
understanding of the contcat field. 3. An empirical design 
shciuld be*devetopcd to evaluate the possible student gains^ 
tijrough the use of this integrative modelr in developing writing 
competencies by compartng these gains when using different 
content fields, 4, Inquiry should be mad^ as to the relationship 
of the maturational level of students and the possible restrictive 
ness ot vocabulary ^hcn implententing this model. Related, are 
there linguistic variations for any given verbs that may be more 
congruent with individual maturational levels? 



AN INQUIRY INTO EMPlRfCAL RELATfON55HfPS BE- 
TWEEN THE READING AND WRlflHG OP EXPO- 
SITION AND ARGUMENT , VO/dcr No*.7732246 

MAAT, David William, EdX>. State University of New Ybrk at 
Albany, 1977. 119pl>» 

This study attempted to help find answers to these questions: 
(1) Win Improvement by high school students in comprehend- 
ing expository ami argumentative prose be accompanied by their 
Improvement in wrlung such prose? (2) Can slgniftccint corre- 
lations he found between students* shills in comprehending and 
corresponding skills In writing such prose? (3) Can significant 
^correlations be found within the set of such comprehension 
skills and within the set of such writing skills? ' 

Because of the limitailons of ^ public higli school^setttngf 
the study may best be called a field stud)* helping to generate 
significant hypotheses for furttier testing Infield cNperinienis 
(Goodlati, 1969), - , @ 

The study is based up^n an Aristotelian^four-rcausc model 
by which discourses are constructed. Thtsiour*^ cause model 
refers to readhig and writing (Finder, 1971, 1976). The study 
Is intended to help find an answer to this basic question: Arc 
the conceptual relationships between the skills of reading and 
writing manifested emplri<5alty? 

The study employed two groups of twelfth grade College 
Prep English students ai Monterey High School^ Monterey, 
California, Each group (n = 40) consisted nf tiro ciasst*s each 
of computcr-as^slgncd students. For a^period of approximately 
nine weeks the"" treatment'' group did not wrttc for^thc English 
clasrt but was histructed Ui reading compreticnsion skills ac- 
cording lo the model under study and using class reading ma- 
terials. The '*contror group was assigned typical writing 
exerclscSf usli« similar reading materials, and was given 
comprehension instruction that did not specifically follow the 
■ model ui]der study. Ttic investigator taught the ''treatment" 
groupp and another teaclie.r taught the "cc^iirol" grnup* 



Improvement in ^ritlng skills was gattgod ihrough pre-tost 
Andppst-tesI easays evaluaW arxordinirw ttie mottol; inT- 
provemcnt in comprelicnsiotf skills uas gauged IhrougJi wrlttini 
answers to pro-test and post-test (jttestioas b.ised on the niodfel 
^An Indyiejadent rnter was hlrcil and.trained to rate all tests. 
^pr<Jiyftajl>^- tests Av-cre usod to dcternime slgmrieanee of 
(I) studpi)ls"Wn gams m ^-treatment" awl 'eontroj " groups 
lor both ^eudijife comprehension and writing, {2)prot»uct- 
monient^corr^lations ealeulatod bc'ween wntin-and eompre- 
henaioy1sc<>res aeeording to the model, and (3) eorrelatlons 

^' ^J^.'^ A^"^ wntlneand.wlthb eoi.prchUsion sScs 
accptdLng to the model., i^wiv^ ^ 

■ -^The ojiaiysis of the rater's seores showed sienifleant Im^ 
provenient in thMotai wnting seores of all stud^u '^ h 
Sr. . r^l'"'" students Judscd in s e pa rat^ groups. 
There was a small and non-slgnUte^yit differenee ,n gain on . - 
to ai w ,„ ^^^^^ 'treatment:- group?" sig- 

nificant gam in eom pre hens iojt seores for t he^' treat men t^ 

^S^: co^iprehens Jn seores 

Qorrel^ittons betu^ea reading eoniprch^iision and writtnc 
seores were signUleant only i)etween the model s ^kOU of 

"^^'h '^"^ '^'^^ ^^^^^^^ the average 

th7nt?. corresponding skills was shgiitlv higher 

than the average eorrclation (between iion-eor responding skms 

K:!n'.^lS:ar ^^"^^^-^^ ^l-eraverf^s"'^^ 

Correlations within writing seores were uniformly high and 

seemett either to sl^ow writing as a umfactorial skill or to indi- 
^ ^r^*'^ *^ '^'^^ ^^y^ holistleally c";. 

.^i^t on r . comprehension skills seemed, l^, in- 

r™?;^ V ^ ^ bi-faetorial skill 

composed of fl) inferring the general purpose of tlie wrUer 

' if^^^'.^J witeiviccomplishea this purpose 

The final judgment of the investigator is that the thrw mj^^- 

''""llfh^^? ^^^^^ bAsls ofTe e rlsuusr 

worthy of further investigation, in relation to the mS^e^under 
more rigorously controlled conditions. 



COMPARISON OF fHE EFFECTS OF ORAL AND WRIT- 
TEN TEACHEfl FEEDBACK WITH WRITTEN TEACHER 
FEEDBACK ONLY ON SPECIFIC WRITING BEHAVIORS OF 
FOURTH GRADE CHILDREN Order No. 7803669 



The Instrument a^arcd to have a high faee validity. Ex- 

aififriiniSifTSr the itet«s on the ratjng seale fUowed that they« 

dealt with observalrie writing behaviors. To establish reliability 
of the Instrument all eomposltlons written were evaluated by a 
8^ of raters wHo were subjeetcd lo a series of training ^|lDiIs 
In use otthe instrument., Furttier, ctieekyon reliability were 
made during seven of the fourteen wrltin^fe sessions In the study. 
The r^lLability obtained ^ using the Cronbaek-Alplia Internal * 
Conclsteney Index was obtained for eaeh^f the writing behav- 
iors* Reliability eoeffieients were (1) Originality .99, (2) Vq- . 
eabulary M, (3> Co *ent .84, and (4) Meehanies ,62., . 

A writing teaeher was hired and trained by H^e experlmentor 
to use a standard format f<Jr st!imulatlt^g writing behavior. Onee 
eompositions were rated by the ratei3 two eont rolled written , 
eommentswere plaeedon eom^sitions by the experimenter* 
Control over cornments were aehleved through development of 
a series of prepared foedbaek guides. A guide was prepared 
for the {3l^o writing behaviors subjeeted to experimental man- 
ipulation: eontent and nieelianles* Comments were correetive 
- In nature and contained Information about content and meehanies ^ 
of the eoni()ol^Jtion.* Comments also gave the reader suggestions 
for eomi^osition Improvement* 

When composition were returned in cueti e:xper I mental 
group treatment was administered by tlie writing teacherC In ^ 
Experimental Group I eaeli of the ehildrcn was given oral * 
eomment Jn the form of a brief conferenee with the writing 
teaeher^ whU'i'aeeomiianied^the written eomnient, In Experi- 
mental Group II of the children were told to look at writ- ^ 
ten eoniinents^ i o further referenee was made ^bout Ihe eom-* 
positions* A general statement of praise about the classes 
eompositions as a whole was glv^n to both groups. 

The following hyi>othesds were t^ted: Hypothesis L Ttiere 
is no signifieant differenee between the adjasted posttest means 
of Experimental^ Group I and Experimental Group If for the 
writing behavior content . Hypothesis n* There fs no signlfi- ^/ 
eant differWee between the adjusted posttest means of Expert- 
mental Group I and Experimental Group If for the writing 
betiavior meehanies * 

To test the hypothesis an analysis of eovarianee.was used. 
Th^ Ijretest served as the covarfate and the posttest as the 
erfterlon* For eaeh hypothesis the obtained F- ratio did not 
exeeed the tabled F-value for signlfleanee at the ,05 level of * 
^ejections. The null hypotheses ^ere not rejeeted. ^ 



MILLER, Timothy Eugepe^ Ed.D. Dall State University, 1977, 
164pp. Adviser: Df. Edward M, Wolpert 

The purpose of the study w?s to compare effeets of two 
types ol teaeher feedbaek on two speelfie writing behaviors of 
fburth grade children. 

Experimental design of the study compared tw:? groups using 
pretest /posttest measures; (I) Experimental Group I eontalned 
tw^ Intiet elassrooms with a total of forty-four fourth igrade 
ehlldren. Treatment for this group Involved having ehildren 
Write stories on a twleo-weekly basis and feeelve a written 
and oral comment from the writing teacher about produetlon 
of the stories, (2) Experimental Group 11 eontalned two fn^iet 
elassrooQis totaling lifty-one fourth grade ehildren. Treatment 
tor 'this group involved having ehildren write stories on a twlee-^ 
weeUy basts and reeeive only written eomnients from the 
teaeher about produetlon of the stories. No'eontrol group wad 
used In this study. ' 

Objeetive data obtained for analysis were derived from the 
measurement instrument, a rating seale, speeifleally developed 
for this-ahidy. The Instrument measured four writing behav- 
iors -originality, voeabulary^ eontent and meehanies. Onl^ 
.content and meeh anies were used In treatment. Eaeh of these 
behaviors we related on a sevcn-potnt seale,^ with seven the ' 
^l|£hest and one the lowest. The highest rating Indicated maxi- 
mal use and the lowest minimal use of a speelfie voting be- 
havior* 



IMPROVING SYNTACTIC AND SEMANTIC FLUENCY IN /hE 
WRITING OF LANGUAGE ARTS STUDENTS THROUGH EX- 
TENDED PRACTICE IN SEIJTENCE -COMBINING 

Order No.'780X703 

PEDERSEN, Elray Lineoln^Ph.D, University of^ Minnesota, 
1977, I02pp. Co-Chairmen; Gene L* Plehc^ Andrew MacLelsh 

fltis experiment was conducted to determine four things: 
{l)'\i^hether induced gains in syntactic fluency, achieved by 
subjects who have engaged in sentence -combining practice, 
are Self -sustaining and long-lasting as measured by t-^unlt and 
clause length assessments:* (2) whether subjects exposed to 
extended practice In sentence-;omblnlng wilt exhibit better 
Judged overall quality of wrltinf: than comparable^ subjects will 
who have not engaged In sentence-combining as determined ^J}^ — ^ 
a matched pairs, forced choice assessment; (3) whether sub- 
jects through practice In sentence -combining will score sig- 
nificantly higher than control subjects will on attributes of 
composition quality such as Idea development, maturity and 
concretcness of content, as determined by a Semantic Dlffcjr" 
eniial assessment of student essays; ^nd (4) whether subjects 
through practice In sentence -combining wtU score higher than 
control subjects will on galnsjn semantic fluency as deter- 
mined by a Tn)eMolcen and a Lexical Donslty assessment of 
student essays. 
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^^Paijr scv^^nth t:r:uic classes i^-cre controtltid for the vari- 
ables of I. Q.^ s*w .ind mode ot riistxitirse, with iiieasxn-enients 
oevurrinf: at pre-ies(, pust-tesi und'^ieluy&d post Hcst Umps. 

The- - t^*-i?E« I ts-of ~t \\\ 1 rtvt;s tit;aLLwi ^i£3^ r n >c d ^i;c onej^all j?_Ui e 

four re^trurch hyiH^theses. Subjects u'ho eng^if^ed m extended 
pra0ice In senJ^^oee-cornhmmg aeiiievtd and suslaiijed growth 
in synthetic flKencv ul the .00 level^^ Mo evidence of erosion In 
this jrrowth wn's xibsc-rved ;is measurfd bj- a t-xinit analysts of 
a de1ay€!d po^t-test adn^tstered two n>on(hs^ after the eod of 
the treatment. F\ifther, subjects en*nif:ing in senlence-eom* 
t>inlhg [iraditre uehi^'vod, at the ,OOMevel, better judged over- 
a^jJj^alUji^.of T^al{ni^,.t:t^fi^irnUnfl e^irlier reseMireh results. 

"in addition, subji>cts nchteved growth at sipiificani levels 
on teacher jutlpments of three attrilmtes of corni>o?iiional 
quality as metisur^d by the Semantie D^ffcrt^'ntif^l. Pcxcelved 
attribule^ of eompp^hion (]uaUty fo^iud sigi^ificrant include idea 
development, maturity and eoneretenefiS of content. Further, 

'gains on the Typc-tok^n analysis in this study were found to be 
sl^ifieant, suggesting (hn^experience in sentence -cronibinlng 
Is fissociated with e\tra meiinfnc: and variety fn student essays. 

, Gains on the Loxtcal Density Assessment of papers in Ihls 
stody were stgiiifieant, b«* cnotion is urged in ifjterpretlng 

,what this findin(? means. 

I*^brjef,lbe s'lj^nific.incV of this study is that ,f( investigated 
and reports ievijral important effects in writing associated 
with semenee-turiibinmg. T lie s^f ladings demonslrale that 
practice in SCE^s is ^iccompanied by n^casKrablc", beneficial, 
effects observed in student nairatlve essays. 
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FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS' 

As ti) plij sjcal cl^avn<*\cristics, tt>aohers iudicatrd a prefer- 

"^'ccToi'^Jir 1n^si3ernTi\x7-cotJ<^Jso 4*(ir.dbk.tik-.wiUiHX^.j:j;;iS£Sj,;Sii_^„ 
instructor's numal, nnd a workbook. None of the reeeHUy |jub- 
Utflied hajidbaoks I\iUHled !Tll of these preferences. 

HctinrrtihtJ le\lua^^iiar:ielerlslie5, teaeliers iudicatcd-a pref- 
erence for a handbook with a Inyoul that ns^,^ eiaphatic 
.^pacing ^\v\ boxes U>v uw^st imi>^irtanl conce^i^s. Teachers 
ista'cd tliJit i(ifurm:Uio:i should be made ncccssibic through a 
<lctail6d io<lcx,quicl; rcferf^iice cliarts on cndpi^jers, dctullcd 
table fvm^^iit^, a--d iiuulc wt^i iU each \\\^^\ leaoiicrs 
Krat .1 ctiiU* system for nilas sb^-^id be liio^.jdca. Tt*a<?iiers rc^ 
ported sltat w han<butik iUjL*iUd h:tve n^ar.j L:;ami»lf;s ■ preferably 
from stuilciit i)apers, coi)ibin:ruv:i i'jLirces.*th(^uglU-provoitln^ 
essays, well ^ki'^ouTi write rh. and p:^j>iilar periodicals, and tlial 

J ^xamiflcs should be student rclvncd. Conccrr.m^; langiiagii mid 
dialect, tcachot's sujd that they pres^r a huiiclbook wfvjsc au- 
thor's attitude is do.scrjptivt? raUK-r than prcscrlptivo. whiclj 
is^cccpthi!! of convchtiojjal practices, and which recognizes 
various Tefels o£ iisagc. In i'tvK* and lon^. teachers sJa(j^ed thai 
they u'aiit a liAmlbook'that is informal, yet serious, aiid Is J^ct- 
dressed to the stitdcjit. Teachers sard thatlhey desire a'J^rul- 
book tliat reflects rate and sex objectivity. Most of Ihe twenty 
reecnUy smbhshed'fjajjdtHioks were unsatisfactory on at least 
one of the tcx'^ual char.ictcrisiici: seven h^indbooks, however, 
were sahsfaotory on wery ilen!* On an overall textual basis, 
three handbooks were tmsatis factory, 

. J For subject matter, teaclfers stated that they want a hand-^ 
book that treats >vitli treadth and depth these tltint^s: grayiraar 
and usage, punctuation and mechanics, word^. senlences, para- 
graphs, whole composltiofis, and library research papers. Jh 
their treatn^^ of these subject matter areas anS especially 
in their treatment of thd subject mattor topless, many liand- 

' books\'ere deUfd&tit. In^^fact, no handbook was satisfactory 
on^evcry ^object area nnd subject matter topic. „ 

None of the recently published English composition hand- 
J3ooks sufficiently provide<l the characteristics that college En- 
glish teachers desired In a bandbooSt. , 
drder No, 77-26,071, IDS pfiges. 



^ . PUOPOSK OF TilE STUDY * 

The [wrpose of this study was to analyze and compare col- 
lege English composition handbook from two s(and;>oinU: what 
college Endish tedchers sny that they want in a handbook and 
what is available in recently published handbooks. 



, PROCEDURES , 

The prp^dures used for the study were tcTcollect data con- 
cerning desired charactetistics in a handbook (througn a ques- 
tionnaire), to collect datn,concernin(; characteristics in r<!cently 
published handbooks (through an analysis of each handbook), 
and then to compare specific af^pcclts of the two sets of data, . 
An It0m by inn)i comparison was made of physical charactcr- 
-Istics (nunibcr of i>a^cs. binding^ cost, inclusion of exercises, 
availability of an instructor'^ manual, and availability ol a corn** 
panfon workbook)^ textual charac ten sties (page layout, accessi- 
bility of Informatlat, appropriateaess of^examplcs, author's 
attitude toward l*mtEUiige and dialect, style and lone, and race 
and SC7C objectivity), subject maiter areas (grammar and us^ge, 
punctuation, words, sentt;nccs, par;^ai>hs, whole composi- 
tions, and library research papers), and subject njatt<»r topics 
(fiublecl -verb agi'ejcmont, use of semicolon, wortttncss, sitb- 
ordfnntlon hi sentences, topic sentences, revising a composi- 
tion, and documentation)^ ^ , 



USING COLLABOHATIOM TO TE^CH ENGLISH COMPOS'- 
TION: IHEQUY, MODEL A.M) RESE.4RCH ' 

Order No, ;73ir;3 

SALVNER, (jtaiy Martin, Ph,D, ThO Univcrsltv of Michigan 
Ijj977, 197pp, Chairman: Al.-m B, llo^^es ^ 

This dissertation examines tlte^use of collaboraLlv^e writing 
t€clmiqiU)s in the tcachJng of English composition, us purposes 

^ arc to identify and describe coUahorattvc methods, to formulate 
a rationale for their use, nnd to study the Impact of one set of 
collaborative writing materials on ninttj and tenth" grade stu- 
dents, . , < . 

A colliborntion is defined as any writing activity in which 
a ijroup of students works together througJj part or parts of Uiff 
writing process, Collajjorations ca^j b^i^sslfled into four 
tyiKjs: studc^it- and tcachcr-dirccterf^rtiat collaborations, ^ 
In which collaborators undertake part of the wi Iting taski and 
student- and teacher -dircctwl niiolc collaborations, in whieb 
groups plan 'and \<xm entire compositions logelber. 

Arguments for collaboratitx use qre of three kinds. Some 
teachers reconmSend collalK) r:\tlons because tboy increase In- 
teraction hi the classroom, Th?se leacfiers praise the human- 
izing influtnccii and thi- peer teaching advantages of sucti inter- 
actions, A second argument defends eoUaborattons as an 

^ effective *iethod for it-aching asp^^cts of rhetoriq,^ includlntr * 
hivenlloh techniques a»!d tlie concept of audience^ A thh-d rec* 
^mmends collabomive lethniqucs for their nbility to make 
stuiteuts nwaro of the dyn anil <fs of the wrltlnfi process. 
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Mn tilts stucly a collaljorrt%f\x wrlUng unit writcen l^y the 
author was ceste<l for Us impact on tlie atttl'^clos^ uTUtng bi:* 
JuLvioTt^ul^vrittng ability atnintd andLlcnULgE^-idiLStuttcPts*.. 



The slx-wct-t; unit presented iCollaborOLtivc techmqucs as wjO's 
^to avoid ^gcctin^ stuck " m wvtfknz anct then applied ttiose tech" 
*^lqU€3"to Indivutual wrUmtj* tasks.. The basic teach I n|j metaphor " 
ot theui^U wa^^ 'wrttme is^coUabqraHon. U you want to write'^i 
Ijetter^ collaborate v:iAh your^elt when yoti ivrtte." 

Ovttr the courne of the wit* 5tu<tent^' attitud&s totar^^ writ- 
ing Improved^ but: their attitudes tovrard writing in groups de- 
criasetl slightlj*. Students were ablf^ to describe their own 
writing procedures in greater detail after parti cipfitlni; in the^ 
Mt^iXa and tUey identifie'' niore writing process concerns (c.jj.j 
getting or expressing ideas) and fewer mechaAlc^ concerns 
{e»g., spelling and ttrammar) asthcir ''biggest writlnRprobleiiis/ 
Writing beh.xvior and performance geaeraUy tmprovedover 
the course of the ^^i^t- Student^ spent more time pi'eparing to 
write and writmg tniproniptu essays after the timt> and they 
generayy urote longer papers^ Students* writing rale decllned» 
which Vfa^^seen as i positive tiend. Two of these chanjjes'la 
writtng behavior y ihe Increases In prewriting and writing 
time were statistically significant at the -OlJc'vel.bf tonfl- 
' dence. During the sariie period of timc^^a control group actually 
declined subtly tn most (>l the same eji^acterisiics of writing 
behaVloV. As evalunle<l holistlcaliy by a paaerof readers^ the 
coverall QuaUty of the experimental group essays^ Improved 
bver the course uf the u^it conipared to those^ written by the , 
control g'roitp^ The jn^ease^ howevpr^ was not fouud to be 
Statistically significant. , " , * 

The study recommends farther research with collaborative 
techniques, including a farcful examination^ its proper role 
In a complete composition piHjgram. 



THE EFFJECTS OF INSTRUCTION IN TITANS FOR MATIOMAL 
SENTENCE-COMBiNLMG ON THE SYNTACTIC COMPLEX 
ITY AMD QUALITY OF COLL -LEVEL WRITING 

Order No, 7ta27>7 

SWAk» Mary Beverly^ Ed.D- Boston University School ot £du- 
catlon^ 1977. 132pp, Malor Profesaorj William Smith 
t - ' - " - 

, In order to see if syntax and quality of writing would 1^ .tl* 
tered during a sl^te en -^eek, instructional period, thirty*tw^ ' 
upperclass college students roeeived direct Instruction in 
transtorma^onal sentence-combining as part of their bulc 
course tn composition, » ^ * 

Before, eight weeks into, and after the instruction^ th« it%*. 
dents were asked to perform three tu^ks^. I) rewrite a pa^uge 
ot kernel sentences; 2) compose an essay on an^ assigned topics 
and 3) _edit that essay during the class period folWtng that in 
which It bad originally been written, > 

" The wilting samples were analysed for T-unlt length and 
clau^ length to see If and when changes In those structures 
look place and also to see If students made syntactic changet 
between draft writing and edited writing. edited versloriS 
we^^also analyzed for quality using three trained evtluators 
who Were asKed to rank order Ihe thr^e compositions by encb 
student. As a secondary evaluation, the compositions were 
.^Ired In Ihe following way: the pre* with the d*week wrttlng; 
tl^*week willing with the post-writing; and the pre* with thi ' 
post*wrltlng. Eacji^f these firings was evaluated W three 
different evalualors who selected the better of the two ^m* 
positions,' 

The syntactic'<|ata were analyzed using ANOVA for repeated 
measures^ and It was found that although the T*uiilt length did 
not Increase stgnlfleantLy during the Instructional period^ the 
clause length exhibited significant gains On the passage of ker* 
nel sentences, the timed free wrilinj^ and the edited free wit- > 
ing* Neither T-unlt nor clause length changed signlflcantly^be*- 
tween any of the writings and Ihe cdlttnfs&. 
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'An AfK)VA on [he rcsulls of the quality ratings by Ihree 
t rained ^a^ators indicated that the final writing was a^ff'^ijfl'' ^ 
cantly^etter than either of the olhertwo compo^^ Thrcfte^ 
t-tests w-^e used with the paired coinposltionsj and within ^ach 
group the composilions written later In the instructional ^ 
riod received^ the higher ratlnj;; 

The students wrote'long^r clauses but ^ol longer T*unlts. 
Thejiuality of the writing Inferoved as lndlca«e<^by tlA holistic 

■ evaluatlortf»» tjut ^ cause -^d^f feet rel at lopsK I p' between in^ , 
structlon and improvetnent-HStlould not necessarily be drawn. 

The pftttem of gifowth on the three wrltln^amples was dif- 
ferent. Tt-e data indicated that Ihe sludents applied sentence* 
oomblnijftg^as an editing technique first when they were not" 
*generatfhg'conlent as indicated oo the earlier gitlns oh th« pas- 
sage of kernel^ sentences and edited uvllifig" samples* Thtf 

^ gains on the draft writing In which students Were generating ' 
content were evidenc'cd latar In the 4a3 true lional period. 



KNOfflKC AND U^G RESEARCH IN TE^ckllJC CGMPO^ 

Order Ko. 7803574^ 
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STTION 

VANDEWEGHE, Richard Paul, Ph.D. MiChlgan*Slajte University, 
19J7^-2I5PP, ^ ■ 

In order to establlsti solid fi^ndalf^ns fo:f, composition pro^ 
^aih8» leachers and direclor^rbir com^sitlon [)jeog^am6 should 
know about the research done i,n the field of cotnpo3ltion ^nd 
Understftivl how it can Integrated with relevant theorytnto & 
comf^r^ensive rationale for (he design of composition ^rogri^s 
Threecentralargumentsareadv^ed in this dissert alloiu First, 
cozoDC^itlon Jeachers and directors o^coiftposttion profcrams 
s^oul^ know how '10 read research reports and should know ** 
whanresearch ha^ been done in compositioft. Second, in de- 
signing and carrying qlI composition pro-ams, teachers and - 
directors ^liouW ifs*o the insights avallaljie to them froi^i re- 
search,; Third, teachers alK^ dirticld^s shou>d Integrate rfile- 
■vant theory and research in order lo build coniposItioiTpro' 
grains soundly informed by the most significant and rclevaiA * 
Informatlotu^valiable. 

Chapter I sfrves is a guide to rjBading research reports, 
^ Three essential ekinenls of reseafch design are e^mlned in 
U^-design validity, test validity, and measurctnent rfciiatrfiity . 
These three elements of design are frequently mentioned jfRthe 
literature on research in coihpositlon, but "are never defined In 
* . - ^ 

Chapter II is a compllaUonof research done since 1963 In 
twenty-four areas of needed research proposed by Richard 
Bra<ldock, flicUard Uoyd-Jones^ and Lowell Schoer in Hesearch 
jn Written Composition OJCTE: m2). Both published and un- 
piblished research reports are examined, and re commendations 
for further research are made. 

Chapter 111 is an examination of the arguments advanced 
against uslnp research in composition as well as those advanced 
in favor of using it, a theoretical rationale for using ihe' re- 
sults ot research in the design of composition programs lAdei' 
ve loped. 

Chapter IV is pn investigation of theory which li^ars directly 
on the teaching and learning of composition, insights deHved 
^fom learning theory, language thecftry^ and composition theory 
are integrated with Insights derived from research in eomposU 
lion to formulate a representative theory of Instruction for com- 
position. 

■ Chapter V presents two major charges to the English profes* 
Slon. The ffrsl is that composition is an InteUectualiy sophlsti* 
cated field rich in knowledge and presenting numerous emplrU 
cstlt theorellcal, and pedagogical challenges for Researchers^ ' 
teachcrSj and directors. Tbus^ composition sho\|lti be recog* 
njzed as an academic dlsci|)line in its rights Tlie second 
charge is thai, composition teachers and directors at all levels ' 
should receive specific training in.resoarch, theory, ahd peda* 
gogy-ln compo5iti<Jn and in relalod fields^ * ^ 



